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widespread community support with its Har-
vest Day Sale and Golfing for Jessica Tour-
nament. Oakland’s annual Fourth of July Pan-
cake Breakfast draws hundreds of local fami-
lies and serves as the kick-off of the Celebrate
Cleveland Independence Day Festivities.

Today, the congregation offers a wide range
of activities that minister to all ages. Members
of the congregation lead the weekly Golden
Circle Bible Study at the Brian Center nursing
facility in Clayton. Two mission teams have
been sent to New Orleans to help rebuild the
community devastated by Hurricane Katrina.
Ministries generously supported by the Oak-
land faith community include the Basic Needs
Ministry, Harbor House, Operation Hope, the
Relay for Life, Habitat for Humanity, wounded
veterans and troops in foreign conflicts, local
school teachers, and the Barium Springs Chil-
dren’s Home.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor Oak-
land Presbyterian Church as it celebrates 150
years of service to the community. | urge my
colleagues to join me in commending this out-
standing institution.
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Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, it is a privi-
lege for me to pay tribute to over 112,000 of
my constituents during Hispanic Heritage
Month. September 15th through October 15th
has been selected to honor, celebrate and
commemorate the history and contributions
that people of Hispanic heritage have made to
the United States of America.

Today there are 45.5 million Hispanic Amer-
icans and it is fitting to acknowledge their
many contributions. The belief that hard work
can bring a better life and future for our chil-
dren is part of our shared and treasured
American dream.

| would like to take this opportunity to recog-
nize the outstanding organizations serving
California’s 14th Congressional District. In ad-
dition to many other excellent organizations,
the following make important contributions to
our community while respecting, preserving
and sharing their heritage and culture.

The Hispanic Foundation of Silicon Valley is
a public foundation that cultivates philanthropy
to inspire Hispanic children and families to
achieve personal greatness.

The Hispanic Foundation of Silicon Valley
engages leadership and bridges resources to
invest in a thriving Hispanic community.

MACLA Movimiento de Arte y Cultura Latino
Americana is a contemporary art space dedi-
cated to supporting the work of emerging
Latino artists and audiences and promotes
programs that create opportunities between
traditional audiences and new art forms and
emerging artists. Mexican Heritage Corpora-
tion is an arts and cultural organization whose
focus is to affirm, celebrate, and preserve the
complexity and richness of Latino art and cul-
tural heritage. The Mexican Heritage Corpora-
tion serves Silicon Valley and Northern Cali-
fornia by presenting and advancing Mexican
and multicultural performing arts. It is one of
the largest Latino cultural centers in the Na-
tion.
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Fair Oaks Community Center—The Fair
Oaks Community Center is a multi-service
center offering a variety of services to the
broader Redwood City Community. Services
include: Education, immigration and citizen-
ship, senior services, housing, employment,
legal services, and crisis intervention. They
also offer emergency food programs served by
a combination of City staff, as well as rep-
resentatives from public and private non-profit
agencies.

Madam Speaker, | ask all my colleagues to
join in celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month to
honor the citizens who work daily to build a
better future for all American families.

HONORING ASSEMBLYWOMAN
PATTY BERG CALIFORNIA STATE
ASSEMBLY, DISTRICT 1
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize State
Assemblywoman Patty Berg, an extraordinary
citizen of Humboldt County, who is being hon-
ored for her years of dedicated public service
to the people of California.

Over the past 3 decades, Assemblywoman
Berg has been a tireless advocate for families
and children and for older adults. She was the
founding Executive Director of the Area 1
Agency on Aging, which serves Humboldt and
Del Norte Counties. Under her passionate di-
rection the agency was recognized nationwide
for its model comprehensive system providing
services to California’s seniors. She has also
become an indispensable resource on aging
issues within the State Assembly.

The citizens of California’s 1st Assembly
District recognized Patty Berg’'s dedication to
preparing California for its current and future
challenges by electing her three times to rep-
resent them in the California Legislature. Dur-
ing her tenure, Patty has chaired the Com-
mittee on Aging and Long-Term Care, the
Joint Committee on Fisheries and Aqua-
culture, and the Budget Subcommittee on
Health and Human Services. She has served
on many committees with jurisdiction over im-
portant public policy areas, including health,
insurance, agriculture, and the environment.
Patty’s exceptional “people” skills were evi-
dent in bringing together progressive and con-
servative colleagues to help improve the lives
of North Coast residents. She is passionate,
committed to public service, hard-working, and
extremely skilled.

As a champion for the rights of families,
youth, and older adults, Assemblywoman Berg
has touched many lives. Her K-12 com-
prehensive family life education curriculum
was the flrst in California and was distributed
throughout the country. She increased funding
for computers and technology in our local
schools. As chair of the Legislative Women’s
Caucus she emphasized the need for flexible
workplace policies to allow working families to
care for their loved ones. Due to her relentless
efforts, Trinity County’s only hospital was
saved, and a vital county medical services
program was preserved.

Assemblywoman Berg is being honored for
her contribution to one of our Nation’s most
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precious rights—participation in the political
process. She is being recognized for her con-
tribution by the Humboldt County Democratic
Central Committee as “Democrat of the Year,
2008.”

Madam Speaker, it is appropriate at this
time that we recognize Assemblywoman Patty
Berg for her unwavering commitment to public
service and to the ideals and values that sus-
tain our great Nation.
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam Speaker,
| submit the following:

Requesting Member: Rep. CHRISTOPHER H.
SMITH

Bill Number: HR 2638

Account: Federal Emergency Management
Agency’s Pre-Disaster Mitigation

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: City of
Trenton

Address of Requesting Entity: City of Tren-
ton

Description of Request:

The City of Trenton will use the $500,000 in
Pre-Disaster Mitigation funding in the FY 2009
Homeland Security Appropriations Bill to begin
elevating the utilities of 270 flood prone prop-
erties that have suffered severe and repetitive
physical damage resulting in significant eco-
nomic loss.

Trenton’s Island and Glen Afton neighbor-
hoods are greatly affected by rapidly rising
flood water as a result of their proximity to the
Delaware River. These two neighborhoods are
bordered by the Delaware River to the south-
west and the Delaware and Raritan Canal to
the northwest. Route 29 (a four lane state
highway that traverses the City) splits the two
neighborhoods; causing an island-like geog-
raphy.

These waterfront communities are home to
approximately 270 structures, many of which
are occupied by single family working class
homeowners who have suffered great financial
loss as a result of: water damaged electrical
distribution systems, hot water heaters and
central heating units, as well as the loss of
personal items that can never be replaced.

Six historical river crests (occurring from the
earlier part of the 20th century until present)
have caused considerable property damage
and interrupted sewer, electric and gas serv-
ices, causing the evacuation of these neigh-
borhoods. Although these neighborhoods are
designated as a 100 year flood plain, the last
two floods occurred within seven months of
each other (September 2004 and April 2005).
Just as the Island and Glen Afton residents
saw their lives getting back to some sem-
blance of normalcy, the second flood oc-
curred, resulting in lost wages, belongings,
property, major systems and complete disloca-
tion.

One major contributing factor to the early
flooding is the storm sewer outfall, which pro-
vides an early entry point for water to backflow
into the lower points of the Island and Glen
Afton neighborhoods via the storm sewer sys-
tem during early flood stages. However, once
the river reaches two feet above flood stage,




		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-13T15:24:01-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




